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STAFF NEWS 


Winburn Thomas acted as press officer at the Eastern Asia Christian. Conference 
held in Bangkok early in December and sponsored jointly by the International 
Missionary Council and the World Council of Churches. He is now moving with 
his family to the Philippine Islands where he will spend several months participating 
in national and local meetings, visiting university centres and renewing contacts 
with Christian leaders. 

While M. M. Thomas is no longer working as a Federation Secretary, he remains 
Vice-Chairman of the Federation and hopes to give considerable time to its work. 
Just before leaving the staff he paid a three weeks’ visit to Japan and was also the 
’ official Federation representative at the Bangkok conference. 

But the big news in South East Asia is that U Kyaw Than, a young Burmese 
Christian and lecturer at the University of Rangoon, has accepted the invitation of 
the General Committee to become a Federation Secretary for a two-year period. 
He was a delegate to the Asian Leaders’ Conference at Kandy, Christmas 1948, 
and will work mainly in South East Asia in cooperation with Winburn Thomas. 


We wish to extend to him a real welcome and to assure him of the support of all 
Federation members and friends. 


K. H. Ting has been working in New York on missionary questions and visiting - 
American campuses. He will leave on a three months’ trip to South America the 
middle of January. 

Marie-Jeanne de Haller and Philippe Maury have been working mainly in the 
office in Geneva. During a short trip. to Italy, Marie-Jeanne attended the National 
Congress of the Italian S.C.M. Philippe visited Stuttgart, Tiibingen and Berlin, 
and expects to spend a week in England during early February. 

Bill Nicholls has made a tour of the Swiss S.C.M. and has been to England to 
attend a meeting of the Church Commission of the British S.C.M. He also parti- 
cipated in the Christmas University at Combloux, France, organised by I.S.S. 

Keith Bridston has made a long trip through Central America visiting S.C.Ms. 
in Cuba, Puerto Rico, Jamaica, Guatemala and Mexico. He also took part in the 


conference of the United States Interseminary Movement held at Rock Island, Ill., 
and is now back in Geneva with his wife. 


The New ‘News Sheet” 


There has been considerable discussion 


_ about whether the first half of the twen- 
_tieth century ended with 1949 or whether 
_ the second half will begin on January 1, 


1951. The General Committee of the 
World’s Student Christian Federation 
must side with those who think that we 
are now in a brand new half century, for 
it has decided that it is time to revamp 
our News Sheet, to make it ‘‘more 
attractive’, and to promote it more 


_ widely among students “to keep them 


informed on the latest developments in 
the World Student Christian commu- 
nity”. The Federation staff, while hesi- 
tating a little to alter the pattern of such 


_a venerable publication, has tried with 


this first number of 1950 to implement 
the decision of the General Committee. 

_In the future the News Sheet will be 
published six times a year instead of 
eleven times as in the past. However, 


_ each issue will be at least twice as large 


as before, will be printed on white paper, 
and will contain a number_of photo- 
graphs. 

Most important, the content of the 


_ News Sheet will be considerably different 


than in the past. The real purpose of the 
News Sheet is to maintain permanent 


- contact between the various national 


Student Christian Movements, between 


them and the Federation headquarters, 


and with all individual friends of the 
Federation. To this end, each number 


of the revised News Sheet will include, 


as far as possible: 


1. A news-letter on some aspect of the 
Federation programme by one of its 
secretaries or leaders. This will enable 
our readers to follow closely the inter- 
national activities of the Federation in 
which the national Movements share. It 
is hoped that this description of the 
Federation programme in the personal 
form of a news-letter will help make the 
work carried on from Geneva more real 
to all those interested in it everywhere 
in the world. 


2. Reports on the life, programme and 
activities of all national groups in the 


Federation, in order that over a period 
of about two years our readers will get 
a total picture of what is going on 
among S.C.Ms. throughout the world. 


3. Some short news items on the 
travel and work of Federation secretaries 
and on current events in the Federation 
and its national Movements. 


4. Reports on relief activities in which 
the Federation participates through 
W.S.R. and in other ways. 


5. Occasional study material which 
could be used in local S.C.M. branches. 


6. A short meditation and a list of 
subjects for intercession which could be 
used by all friends of the Federation in 
their prayers. 


While this plan may not be satisfactor- 
ily implemented immediately, we sin- 
cerely hope that the new News Sheet will 
be of help to our readers and to the 
Federation as a whole. We should very 
much appreciate any letters, reports, or 
photographs of S.C.M. activities which 
might be used within it. 

Moreover, we hope our readers, par- 
ticularly those who are now members of 
the §.C.M., will make every effort. to 
insure a wider distribution of the News 
Sheet. If properly used, it could be one 
of the most effective instruments for 
international and ecumenical education 
of students and for the establishment 
and strengthening of the spiritual ties by 
which we are all united in one world-wide 
Christian fellowship. 

To encourage this wider circulation we 
have fixed the annual subscription price 
for the News Sheet as follows: Sw. 
Fr. 2.50; $.75; £-3/6. This does not 
alter the price of subscription to Friends 
of the Federation (which includes sub- 
scriptions to The Student World and the 
News Sheet, and, from time to time, 
special pamphlets), and it also leaves 
open the price of bulk subscriptions to 
the News Sheet, which can be fixed by 
direct agreement between the S.C.M. 
concerned and Federation headquarters. 


NEWS - LET ees 


Dear Reader, 


I have wondered for some time what aspect of the Federation’s life and 
activities I should tell you about in this first News-letter. I finally thought 
I would share with you some of the problems with which we find ourselves 
deeply preoccupied today, when we consider recent developments in inter- 
national cooperation in the field of student relief. 

You may already know that our General Committee decided last August 
to discontinue Federation participation in World Student Relief and to 
endorse a proposal transferring its activities to International Student Service 
which would receive the help and support of the Federation. You may be 
puzzled, as I was when I became a W.S.C.F. secretary four years ago, by 
all these names — W.S.R., I.S.S., and the many others involved. 

Since the beginning of the second world war, the Federation has taken 
part in a vast cooperative effort for international student relief and solidarity 
of which W.S.R. is the latest official.expression. We have cooperated for 
several years with Pax Romana (our Roman Catholic equivalent), I.S.S. (a 
service organisation without formal membership and having no religious or 
ideological basis, with a program of relief, international exchange and cultural 
development), and more recently with the International Union of Students 
(a federation of many national unions of students with headquarters in Prague 
and with strong pro-Communist leanings, to say the least), and the World 
Union of Jewish Students. For several years the Federation has called on 
its members to help in raising funds and distributing relief and it has shared 
in the determination of the W.S.R. program. In so doing it has received 
great spiritual benefit both from this opportunity to demonstrate what the 
love of Christ for mankind is and from its association with Roman Catholic 
and non-Christian students representing various political and ideological 
groups. All those who have been personally involved in W.S.R. activities, 
particularly in the work of distribution and practical help to suffering students, 
will agree with me that this must be considered as a great privilege for which 
we must thank God. 

However, the Federation has decided not to renew the W.S.R. constitutive 
agreement which terminates in September 1950. Why ? 

We are all convinced of the value and effectiveness of the work carried on 
by W.S.R. during and since the war, and recognise particularly the validity 
of the principles of non-discrimination, either religious, political, national or 
racial, which have been formulated by I.S.S. and applied in the W.S.R. 
program. However, during the last four years it has become increasingly 
evident that the scope of W.S.R.’s activities no longer corresponds to the 
real needs of the university community. Moreover, the structure of W.S.R., 
as a cooperative agency of five organisations in which major decisions 


must be taken unanimously, has led more and more often to deadlock and 
paralysis. 


When W.S.R. was organised, it was decided that, as an organisation 
_arising from emergency conditions, it would limit its action to relieving the 
most urgent physical needs of students, while I.S.S. would administer W.S.R. 
and carry on what were wrongly called cultural activities, that is to say, 
international exchange, study of university problems and promotion of 
self-help among students. Before the war I.S.S. had carried on these activities 
as well as the relief work which now became W.S.R.’s particular responsibility. 

At a time when students were in P.O.W. camps, or suffering from tubercul- 
osis with no possibility for treatment in their own countries, and when many 
were unable to continue their studies because they lacked adequate food, 
housing and books, it was obvious that so-called cultural activities were to a 
large degree irrelevant. It is true that the physical needs of many students 
are as great, if not greater, now than they were five years ago, and in addition 
the students among displaced persons in Europe and Asia are in urgent need 
of help. However, although W.S.R. is able to meet only about one-tenth 
of these physical needs, there is now a new element in the picture which must 
be considered. 

Almost everywhere in the world searecunent life is going on actively and 
students are looking toward the future. The same students who have not 
enough to eat, or to wear, no adequate place to sleep or no books to study, 
are asking not only for food, clothing and study materials, but also are making 
a desperate plea for renewed contacts with students of other countries. Reports 
from many areas of the university world lead me to feel that material and 

_ physical destruction are not the worst results of war, but that the severing 
of contacts between nations and cultures is even more destructive. Many 
students have told the Federation and W.S.R.: the best way to help us is not 
to send material relief but to make it possible for some of us to get in touch 
again with our fellow students in other lands, and to discover that we are 
not alone in our desperate struggle against the world and assent: our own 
weaknesses. 

The experience gained in student relief work after the first world war 
showed that no organisation can meet all student needs throughout the world, 
and that the most valuable service it can perform is to “‘prime the pump” 
by sending some material aid, by helping students to help themselves, and 
by maintaining contacts between the various national student groups. Today 
the inadequacy of W.S.R. resources as well as the repeated requests from 
telief fields for more international contacts have verified these conclusions 
and have tended to make artificial the division of responsibility between 
W.S.R. and I.S.S. 

As a result, for more than a year long and involved discussions have 
been taking place with a view to building up a new organisation for inter- 
national student relief. Our General Committee finally decided to endorse 
a proposal of I.S.S., with minor modifications. The structure of I.S.S. 
itself would be considerably altered, making it more representative of various 
national groups and international movements, while maintaining its neutral 
character and its academic standing, both of which are indispensable to. its 
activity as a university service. In taking this action the Federation emphasised 
that it felt this new body would be qualified to carry on the kind of relief 
activities with which we are concerned, that is, meeting both the material 
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and spiritual needs of all students without discrimination. — The General 
Committee formulated three basic principles for action in this area: 


1. Wherever there is human need Christians must give to alleviate that 
need. 


2. The Christian gives because he is a Christian. Because the love of 
Christ is in his heart, he must show that love in spirit and in deed. 


3. The Christian in giving to those in need does so not for his own glory 
but for the glory of Christ. 


Four of the five organisations which cooperate in W.S.R. have agreed 
to this general scheme, but unfortunately the fifth, the International Union 
of Students, has expressed sharp opposition to it and has called for a renewal 
of W.S.R., even desiring to strengthen its distinct character as a cooperative 
organisation in which decisions must be taken unanimously. Moreover, 
while taking this stand, the I.U.S. has accused the other international organis- 
ations of breaking international unity and showing a spirit of intransigeance 
and separatism. At the same time, several people have expressed their concern 
that every effort be made to preserve all such ties as W.S.R. which still bind 
together countries on both sides of the “iron curtain”. The question now is: 
should we hold to our decision to improve relief operations by bringing 
W.S.R. to an end and entrusting its task to a regenerated I.S.S., or should 
we abandon this for the sake of maintaining contact with I.U.S. and the 
ideological and national groups which it represents through W.S.R. ? 

Unfortunately, it is not a choice between preserving international unity 
and improving an already relatively effective work of relief. The solution 
to the problem would be much easier if it were. In fact, W.S.R. no longer 
makes possible effective world solidarity across political boundaries, and 
it is threatened with complete paralysis by its very structure. 

It is sad but true that during the last period of W.S.R.’s life contacts 
between students in the “Western” and in the ‘Soviet’ worlds have steadily 
decreased until today they are almost non-existent. Visitation of Eastern 
European countries by W.S.R. staff and participation of students from this 
area in international conferences no longer seem to be possible. National 
committees of W.S.R. in these countries have ceased corresponding with 
headquarters, and nobody knows whether they still exist and what sort of 
help they need. In addition, it is impossible to say whether relief work in 
this part of the world would or could be continued on the basis of non- 
discrimination, either religious, racial or political. The question is no longer 
one of maintaining ties, but of reestablishing them. 

On the other hand, during recent years W.S.R. has increasingly reflected 
the fundamental divisions of the world, not only political, but (more deeply) 
religious and ideological. When in a W.S.R. meeting a Communist repre- 
sentative of the International Union of Students finds himself in sharp dis- 
oe ae : cues delegate of the Federation, it is meaningless 
PAS Saplee ah ae to cooperate. Both claim to speak in accord- 
(os, cae cae Ds eae and both claims must be respected. 
SRM ala ote es ge uring a discussion of problems such as the 

ask of the university, the varying opinions expressed 
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by Marxists, humanists, Roman Catholics and Protestants may provide an 


_ enriching experience for all. But when such disagreement arises in relation 


to such problems as the work of W.S.R. among D.P. students, it becomes 
tragic, for it frequently makes any constructive action impossible or delays 


- it until changing conditions have made it irrelevant. These impasses have 


become more and more frequent during the past year. We discovered that 
not only did we have to work in a world divided by an iron curtain which 
made it difficult to get supplies across national or political boundaries, but 
that an iron curtain tended from time to time to descend within W.S.R. 
itself, making it impossible to come to the unanimous agreement on major 
aspects of the program which conditions the continuance of W.S.R. itself. 
That is why I can say that when we decided to discontinue W.S.R., we did 
not kill it, but only recognised that it was dying as a result of the inadequacy 
of its structure for the present world situation. 

At the present time no-one knows what the final outcome will be. What 
I wish to tell you is that we, the official representatives of the Federation on 
W.S.R., will do our best to preserve the great achievements of W.S.R. in the 
field of student solidarity and mutual help, and the principles of human 
dignity and justice of W.S.R. in which we, as Christians, recognise something 
which, even though blindly, witnesses to our Lord’s love and holiness. At 
the same time we will strive to keep open the doors to this vast cooperative 
task for all members of the university community, whatever their personal 
convictions and the political regimes under which they live. But when I 
look to the task ahead I want to ask for your prayers and support that we 


_ may be guided in the difficult decisions to be made, and that we may lead 


the Federation and W.S.R. in a way which will be in accordance with the 
will of God. 

And, finally, a last word. All the discussion of the problems of relief 
administration which has gone on in the General Committee, among Feder- 
ation representatives on the W.S.R. Executive, and among its members 
everywhere will prove useless and irrelevant if we do not give freely of our 
money, time and energy for the relief of all suffering students. We must not 
be satisfied with what has been done — we must do much more in the future. 
It is our human duty if we have some respect for man. It is our Christian 
duty if we believe that Christ died for all men everywhere. It is, I personally 
think, a way for us to show to men what faith we have in the God of love 


and in Jesus Christ the Saviour. 


With my best greetings, 
Yours very sincerely, 


PHILIPPE MAuRY. 


Cover picture taken by Vernyl Smith at L.S.A.A. ‘‘Ashram’’, 1949. 


THE CHINESE S8.C.M. 


Foochow and T’ungchow (near Peking) have the honour of being the 
first places in China with organised Christian student groups. The year of 
their birth was 1885. Ten years later, in 1896, the first national Christian 
student organisation was created, in connection with Dr. Mott’s first visit 
to China. The two sections of the new S.C.M. were (and are) the student 
departments of the Y.M.C.A. and the Y.W.C.A. Soon after Dr. Mott’s 
visit this Movement became a member of the World’s Student Christian 
Federation. 

In the beginning the Movement was confined to the mission schools, for 
the simple reason that there were very few government schools. But as modern 
university training took hold of China, the S.C.M. to an ever increasing 
extent began to enter the non-Christian educational institutions. At the 
outset the local groups were confined to Bible study and activities of personal 
religious fellowship limited to small groups of believers and seekers. But 
under the influence of the general needs of the non-Christian universities 
and the general programme line of the Y.M.C.A. and the Y.W.C.A., the 
Movement soon came to lay a great deal of emphasis also on character- 
building and social service. 

Our Chinese friends feel that the General Committee meeting of the 
World’s Student Christian Federation in Peking, in 1922, turned out to be 
the decisive factor in creating a definite consciousness of really belonging 
to a national Student Christian Movement. That meeting brought “‘a new 
sense of unity among the Chinese Christian students”’. 

By 1936 the Chinese S.C.M. had 200 associations throughout the country. 

Then came the devastating war against the Japanese. But, in the words 
of the General Secretary of the National Student Y.M.C.A., Kiang Wen- 
Han, “the S.C.M. is practically the only national student body in China 
which has enjoyed a historical continuity uninterrupted by political inter- 
ference’’. 

Before the war against the Japanese the membership figure was something 
like 30,000. The figure is probably lower now. Many of those who had 
little interest in the Christian faith as: such but attended the S.C.M. meetings 
only because the S.C.M. was the sole outlet for this social concern have left 
for more directly social-political activities. Also a certain number of faithful 


members have gone out to the Chinese countryside as teachers and administra- 
tion leaders. 


Reflecting a Changing Society 


The life of the Chinese S.C.M. naturally reflects the general historical 
development in China, the social-political struggle, the cultural and religious 


_ tendencies in that vast country. To try to understand a little bit of that world 


of traditional inertia and progressive restlessness is to understand a bit of 
the distinctiveness of the Chinese S.C.M. Let me try to list a few of the 
realities that surround the S.C.M. or cut right through the life of the tiniest 
local association or just pervade the atmosphere like an impalpable ‘‘osmotic 
pressure’’. 


1. The Confucian legacy is still all over China. It means that tradition 
is the dogmatics and family loyalty the ethics of Chinese society. The Com- 
munists fight both. They have to, for they demand a loyalty which bursts 
the bonds of narrow family security. You must owe loyalty primarily to 
“the people’, they say, and perhaps they mean “‘the Party’’. 

The S.C.M. has its battle, too. It works in a world where there is no 
active mercy outside the family, where a lonesome human dying on the side- 
walk is not your concern unless he belongs to your family. ~ In this situation 
the S.C.M. speaks-of Christ’s compassion and-tries to act in a mercy that 
cuts through the old demarcation lines. 


2. There is a modern scientism, strangely mingled with anti-religious 
sentiments and age-old Confucian humanism. The Federation delegates met 
this phenomenon in 1922 in Peking. The attack against organised world- 


- Christianity at that juncture was an outcome of “the spirit of science’’. 


Christianity, the attackers said, was incompatible with science. Consequently 
a scientific person must be opposed to religion. The attitude is common 
among Chinese students. The S.C.M. has to grapple with a kind of scientism, 
which in China has grown into a marriage between western technocratic 
ideas and an indigenous earthbound humanism. 


3. This trend of thought — understandable in a country that has been 
for so long in the bondage of backward-looking traditionalism and Buddhist- 
Taoist-influenced passivity — is being harnessed in the Communist movement. 
The S.C.M. has to deal with students to whom “‘salvation’’ lies in the field 


of social-political-technical action. It shares with these students the desire 


for technical progress and social justice. But the S.C.M. knows that the 
love of Christ goes deeper than moral righteousness and technical progress. 
I saw a great deal of this consciousness in the Chinese S.C.M. 


4. The general Student Movement of China has been a resistance movement 
from the very day in 1919 when it was born. It has struck out against foreign 
unilateralism (“imperialism”), against the Japanese aggressor and against 
Chiang Kai-Shek’s secret-police system. Today it is for the first time an 
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officially recognized general Student Federation, under Communist auspices. 
The S.C.M. — while sympathizing with some of the goals of the Student 
Federation, has let it be known beyond any doubt that it cannot, as a 
Movement, “join” the larger body. But now and then there arises a tension 
which in a very real sense throws the S.C.M. back upon the foundation of 
its faith. 


5. The S.C.M. exists in a climate of strong nationalism with roots back 
in the days of the revolution of 1911 and the war against the Japanese. As 
far as I can see, the S.C.M. shares loyalty in the national enthusiasm of the 
present student generation. But it is also very much conscious of belonging 
to a larger brotherhood. If this duality is sometimes a dilemma and not 
without its pain, I feel that our Chinese S.C.M. friends are fully prepared 
to accept the pain. 


6. The old literati used to grow abnormally long finger-nails as an indic- 
ation of social aloofness. The new intellectuals are closer to the common 
people and more interested in them. There is nearly a cult of “‘lao pai hsing”’, 
the common people. 

You find this social enthusiasm and willingness to work among and for 
the people also within the S.C.M. 


7. In this way Communism has become a great challenge. The social © 
ills are flagrant, the S.C.M. argues. The Church has often failed to do anything 
at all about the ills. The old Party could do nothing. Along comes the 
Communist Party and says: ““You have been talking; we act.” 

The S.C.M. answers the challenge by saying : ‘‘So, as individual S.C.M. 
members, we will act with you wherever a social need can be met. But we 
shall remain guardians of the sanctity of the person, the individual. Whenever 
we think the individual person is violated we shall speak.” 


Characteristics today 


1. Evangelisation in the Chinese S.C.M. does not mean only direct 
preaching of the Gospel, worship and Bible study. It has come to include 
also an indirect approach, one of leading students towards Christ through 
service projects and the atmosphere of Christian friendship and concern. 

The Chinese situation in itself has called for that kind of evangelisation. 


I for one feel that it has proved a good approach, as an outreach to the many 
who would never join a Bible group immediately. 


2. Events have laid bare some important issues in the past few years. 


In many other S.C.M.s these issues are theoretical. In China they have 
become practical realities. 


10 


Kuomintang police persecution taught the lesson that the search for 
truth belongs to Christ’s world. ; 

The many arrests and detentions in Kuomintang China taught the S.C.M. 
that Christians must really and truly uphold the dignity of the individual. 

The dwindling attendance at S.C.M. meetings in Communist areas has 
taught the S.C.M. (a) that it is really not very powerful in worldly terms and 
(b) that it must think through the points where it differs from materialism 
and clarify to itself its Christian faith. 


3. In a country where there is very little active mercy outside the family 
limits, the S.C.M., perhaps especially through the ‘‘social and Christian 
centres” at several universities, has borne witness to the fact that Christian 
loyalty is open to all who are in need and distress. 


An S.C.M. in a Communist country ? 


Of course, it depends a little on what you mean by a ““Communist country”’. 
In China the local associations are still carrying on. Bible groups meet, 
regular worship services are held, social evenings take place and part of the 
service programme. continues. It is all pretty much as before and yet not as 
before. 

The range of the activities is being limited : peripheral parts are dropped, 
e. g. extensive recreation programmes and some of the social relief programme. 
There is more concentration now on central Christian lines. 

An S.C.M. friend writes in a recent letter : 


“Will it be through us that God will work to redeem this new society ? 
or are we not worthy to be chosen? I was greatly impressed by the energy 
with which the students at the September conference turned themselves to 
study the faith and to interpret what it means to be a Christian student in 
the New China. They had no doubt that the new regime has come to stay 
_ but they also had no doubt that the old faith was still the true one. What 
was needed was a new understanding. The group which met together numbered 
only fifty from the schools in these cities of East China. They will need our — 
prayers as they go back to be the minority among the thousands on their 
college campuses with the conflicting challenges of revolution and reaction 
which will pull them this way and the other in the months to come.” 


BENGT HOFFMAN. 
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INSECURITY AND FREEDOM 
A Meditation 


A summary of a sermon preached by M. M. Thomas during the Federation Summer 
Conference at Bowling Green, Ohio, U.S.A., August, 1949. 


Read II Kings vi: 11-17. 


The story of the sixth chapter of II Kings is simple but telling. It has a message 
which we need today. When we think of life, we see hostile forces all around us 
and, like the prophet’s servant, we are afraid. We run to look for devices to defend 
ourselves, and spend our lives trying to save them ; while all the time what we need 
is that our eyes may be opened to see that “those that are with us are more than 
those that are against us”, that we are well defended in our defencelessness. 


* * * 


Most of our lives are dominated by the fear of insecurity in a hostile world, 
and the consequent concern to secure good defences for our lives. This defensive 
attitude, arising out of fear of the world around, is the root cause of the loss of 
a sense of Christian vocation in the world today. Men and women who are fear- 
ful and always on the defensive can see life only as a battleground where they com- 
pete with one another in the race for more security and power. They can think 
of life only in terms of career and not in terms of vocation. 


* * * 


Vocation can arise only out of our seeing life as an opportunity for self-giving 
love, for self-emptying service and sacrifice. This is possible only for those who 
can see in their defencelessness their true defence. 


* * * 


Thus Elisha was converted from fear to charity only because he had the vision 
of the spiritual hosts surrounding him and defending him, a vision that released 
him from fear about self and the necessity of the search after self-defence, released 
him for service to God and man. And unless we can capture in these days the vision 
of the power of God which can release us from fear and the necessity of seeking 


our own defences, we shall continue to miss the meaning of true vocation, service 
and self-giving. 
* * * 


The word “realism” is often used in the modern world to justify the defensive 
attitude to life. It really means that power is our true security, and that Christianity 
and all ideals are luxuries, possible only to those who possess power. Jesus called 
such “realism”? foolishness (Luke xii: 16-21). The search for security in this world 
is endlessly frustrating ; it is no defence and no security. 


his gare 


Jesus Himself built His life on a voluntary abandonment of all defences. He 
was tempted in all points as we are to doubt the power of God and to withdraw 


into the fortress of His own devices. He refused i i i i 
‘ : sed it during the temptati 
wilderness and He refused it every time it came. : genes 


Ki RG 
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Jesus goes completely defenceless to the Cross. As we watch Him die, seemingly 
: forsaken by the very God in Whom He trusted, we almost feel that His way of life 
was an illusion. But on the third day God raised Him from the dead, affirming 
the faith of Jesus in the might of God over against the forces that threaten to destroy 


life and love. 
4 * ox x 


_ The hostile forces of the world cannot destroy those who have put their trust 
in the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. This is the faith that releases us from the 
false realism of the world for the service of God and man. 


* * * 


There is also a false idealism which consists in seeking a moral security for the 
self in ideals. This is a subtler and therefore far more perilous expression of the 
_ defensive attitude. Service and sacrifice themselves become the defence and barrier 
against God and our neighbour. Instead of charity we have the legalism of the 
_ moralist and the arrogance of the self-righteous. 


* * * 


Deep down the hunger of all of us to find the justification of our lives through 
moral activity lies the fear of standing defenceless before God. Hence we feel the 
need to build up the moral defence of a holiness that will give us a sense of inde- 
pendence and security both against God and our neighbour. This is the wretchedness 
which St. Paul describes as that of man under the Law. Most of us feel the wretched- 
_ ness of the moral struggle in our very bones. A sense of guilt gnaws our inwards, 
making us incapable of a positive response to life. 


* * * 


It is precisely here that the Crucified Risen Christ is our deliverance. Because 
of His atoning death and victorious resurrection, “there is no condemnation for 
- them which are in Christ Jesus”, for He is our justification. The present brings no 
_ heaviness because gratitude replaces the sense of duty as the motive of our moral 
responses, even of our idealism — gratitude releases us from fear for a real life of 
_ charity and service. Belief in the forgiveness of God in Christ is the basis of a life 


of freedom. 
* * x 


“T believe in the forgiveness of sins and the resurrection of the body.” Only 
on this foundation, given by the Crucified and Risen Christ, can a man be delivered 
_ from the endlessly frustrating defensive approach to life and realise his vocation in 
the design of God in human history. Elisha saw the vision of fiery chariots and 
horses, St. Paul saw the glory of the Risen Christ. Both of them cry, “If God be 
for us, who can be against us ?” 


O God, who art the author of peace and lover of concord, in knowledge of 
whom standeth our eternal life, whose service is perfect freedom, defend us thy 
humble servants in all assaults of our enemies, that we, surely trusting in Thy defence, 
may not fear the power of any adversaries, through the might of Jesus Christ our 


Lord. Amen. 
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KOOS DIRKSE IN BELGIUM 


I was invited by the Belgian Fédé to speak on “Progress and the Kingdom 
of God” at the national conference at Mont d’Enclus near Amougis, where 
I found about twenty students amongst whom were two French, one German 
and two Dutch students. Although I was to speak in the second national 
tongue of Belgium, i.e. in my own language, I found on arrival that the 
- only Flemish student who could have understood me was preparing to leave 
the conference. I could not do better than find out whether my Belgian 
friends could follow me in German or in English. They chose English “‘when - 
you speak very slowly’. After a vivid discussion about what I had said and 
what not, I continued on the somewhat old-fashioned sounding juxtaposition 
of Progress and the Kingdom of God. But the atmosphere of the Belgian 
universities, with their accent on the “‘libre examen’”’ (Brussels), is different 
from the climate of e. g. the Dutch Academies and with a vivid interest the 
Belgian students followed me, interrupted, put questions, so that we decided 
to postpone the second part of my address to the next morning and to spend 
a separate discussion on “‘progress’’. I enjoyed this discussion, in a mixture 
of French and English, very much. It reached into deep-rooted presuppos- 
itions and convictions and therefore got a very personal character in the end. 

The night which separated the two parts of my lecture brought its own 
events. I think only some guests went to bed at last. A French-Belgian 
tradition kept the others awake. They worked through a program with 
sufficient variety : a modern French play was read; one Dutch student was 
bound in his blankets like a parcel and put in the open air ; some visits were 
paid in the sleeping village (which gave some “‘gendarmes” the idea to pay a 
visit to the conference next morning) and in between they took a moment 
of peace and rest in my bedroom, drinking a cup of coffee at 4 a.m. ! 

On Tuesday morning, however, every bodywas present round the poor 
wooden table to listen to what I had to say about the Kingdom of God, and 
again we had a very lively discussion. The gendarmes, however, not the length 
of discussion, made us have to run to catch our train (an old, poor little 
train !) to Tournay (Doornik), where in waiting for a connection we had 
time to pay a visit to the beautiful old Cathedral. In the evening we arrived 
in Brussels, where the neon-lights gave me a slight memory of the lights of 
the American cities which I passed through in the evening last summer. But 
how different, how European everything else was! Only red and green and 
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blue and yellow lights are the same everywhere. In Brussels I had no special 
4 task, although I met some friends of the Fédé, but my destination was Ghent, 
where I was to try to interest a group of Flemish students in the Federation 
_ and the Belgian S.C.M. This would be my second visit and my second effort. 
In 1947 there was a small group at Ghent of whom I found only one or two 
- back in the old patrician building, where we came together. Ours was the 
first meeting in the new Home of some Ghentian Student Association. We had 
to work first to get electric light, if only in our meeting room, the corridors 
and the impressive staircase being illuminated with candlesticks in old beer 
bottles. Some twenty students had accepted the invitation, cleverly written 
and distributed by my fellow-countryman, Ydo van der Schoot, who is an 
old-Ghentian. Jacques Lombard was present, of course, and one or two older 
people from one of the local churches. I spoke about the W.S.C.F., trying 
to find out where our activities could show relevance to these people who 
_ live their student life in a primarily political setting and who know Christianity 

best as a very conservative and formal Roman Catholicism. At last my listeners 
began to put questions, to argue about my remarks about secularised science, 
in short, they began to show interest and at the end of the meeting we had 
the names of nearly all of them, in view of other and more definite steps to 
_ refound a local group at Ghent of the Belgian Fédération. 

It was hoped and expected that the newly appointed Rey. Stipriaan Luscius 
from Dieren (Holland) would be ready to give his attention and time to 
- student work and it was decided to wait for definite decisions until his arrival 
at Ghent. When we sat together round the little tables on the “‘terrace’’ of a 
small inn at a picturesque little square and drank our ginger-ale, we had 
hardly expected that within a few weeks already the new Fédé baby would 
be born. But just before writing this little report, I got the news from Josse 
Moerman, secretary of the Ghentian group of the Fédération Belge des Asso- 
ciations Chrétiennes d’Etudiants that a Chairman and other leaders had been 
elected and that the new start had been made! What shall we say at this 
good news ? 

Well, let us repeat what we said, when on that little ‘‘terrace’’ we greeted 
each other with our glasses, like Continental students do according to old 
mores: Proficiat! __, 

Rev. Koos DiIRKSE 
General Secretary of the Dutch S.C.M. 
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SEARCH FOR UNITY 


In the course of the last year an interesting development has taken place 
in the vast and complicated field of American Student Christian Movements. 
In order to understand its meaning and to appreciate its value, some features 
of the American scene must be kept in mind. 

The United Student Christian Council (U.S.C.C.), which is commonly 
called in Federation circles ““‘The American S.C.M.’,, is actually composed 
of sixteen different movements, whose common purpose is to witness to the 
Christian faith in the university, but who understand their task in different 
ways according to various Church or organisational traditions. 

The vastness of the United States, the diversity of the university set-up 
across the country, the Church and theological climate, the psychology of 
the people, all help to explain the gradual evolution of so many movements, 
as the American university world and the churches’ interest in it have deve- 
loped. As a result of this multiplicity, sooner or later the problems of compe- 
tition or cooperation or parallel work are bound to arise. We know from 
experience with similar situations in other countries that these are not easy 
questions to solve, especially when theological convictions as well as traditional 
methods are at stake. In America these difficulties are increased by the 
extremely complex committee system which must be used if organisations 
are to work efficiently in a country which is as large as a continent. 

However the organisation of U.S.C.C. in 1945 was a milestone in the 
history of American S.C.M. work. Through its meetings and later its confer- 
ences, leaders of the different student Christian organisations became 
acquainted with one another, and these students reacted indignantly against 
what they felt to be artificial divisions among Christians. They became 
increasingly conscious of the challenge of the ecumenical movement at the 
same time as they reaffirmed their concern for evangelism in the universities. 
This led them to ask the question: are not our organisational divisions a 
denial of our deep unity in Jesus Christ and does not this given unity challenge 
us to reexamine our present positions ? 

Following up preliminary studies initiated by the Commission of the 
Student Y.M.C.A. on “Message and Mission’’, the members of the U.S.C.C. 
Executive of May 1949 had the courage to put aside all organisational vested 
interests and to take the risk of faith, proclaiming after long deliberation and 
prayer: “Believing that it is God’s will, it is the conviction of this group 
that we should be one in work as well as in spirit, willing to accept the pattern 
to which God leads us.” This may sound like a rather obvious Christian 
statement, as indeed it is. But under the circumstances and given the tremend- 
ously difficult organisational problems of the American scene, the U.S.C.C. 
Ee Pra eae perm anes spiritual ipa in Christ should find concrete 
SS Ra Nese hee ane ee his statement became the subject 
October 7-9, 1949, at Orleton Foe Cai eer ies ae 
called by U.S.C Cc to consider th np caaeeecun pee es 
aS ede aca ‘ the implications of the May declaration. 
: etween Bible study, worship and discussion. Here 
is what the U.S.C.C. Communique reports about it : 
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r Foretaste of unity — Five men, fiye churches. 

Left to right : Ken Reeves, Presbyterian U.S.A. ;“John Deschner, Methodist (Exe- 

cutive Secretary, U.S.C.C.), Harry Goodykoontz, Presbyterian U.S.; Parker 

Rossman, Disciples (Associate Executive Secretary U.S.C.C.), Bill Stringfellow, 
Episcopalian (Chairman, U.S.C.C., 1948-1949). 


“The program was leisurely. We began with a period of intercession for 
all our movements... The first evening was spent entirely in Bible study on 
If Cor. 5: 16-21 and the basis of our unity in our relationship to one and 

‘the same Christ. Saturday morning and Saturday evening closed with another 
' period of Bible study on the terribly pointed words of Matthew 23 and our 
- responsibility for leadership. Sunday morning was divided between continued 
- discussion and worship where Harry Goodykoontz preached on Phil. 2: 1-13. 
We adjourned after an afternoon session and a brief Executive Committee 
meeting. 

“Hiel Bollinger advanced the proposal which eventually became the 
resolution of the retreat. Calling the S.C.M. the ‘ecumenical imagination’ 
of the Church, he said that the next decade will be critical for S.C.M. witness 
on this question.” 

The retreat finally produced a Statement concerning our Unity in the 
Student Christian Movements, which was unanimously adopted by the 
U.S.C.C. Executive Committee on October 9, 1949. We reproduce here 
some of its most significant paragraphs. 


I. Expressing our Unity in the U.S.C.C. 


A. We humbly believe that under the leading of God’s spirit, we have 
experienced here a new depth of unity and understanding in Christ. We 


feel constrained to bear this witness, because we must be true to the unity 
implicit in our faith, and because we desire to be effective in evangelization. 
Jesus prayed for our unity to the end “that the world may believe that thou — 
hast sent me”. We desire to reaffirm and strengthen the declaration of our 
Executive Committee last May: “Believing that it is God’s will, it is the 
conviction of this group that we should be one in work as well as in spirit, 
willing to accept the pattern to which God leads us.” 

B. Contains a long list of concrete suggestions concerning study and 
program. 

C. Our enduring common task is effective evangelization. We desire to 
bring students faith in Christ, and to lead them to a fuller life in the Church 
and thereby to responsible action in the world. We believe that under God’s 
guidance we can bear our witness more effectively together than separately. 
We urge intensive study of our common evangelistic task for the years ahead, 
and the undertaking of a specific program of evangelization in the name of 
all our movements. We recommend that the Executive Committee give 
immediate and special attention to this matter. 


II. Looking Ahead 


Because “‘there is one Body and one Spirit’ of Christ, we believe that 
those who proclaim His Lordship must manifest this oneness. We believe 
that our professed unity in spirit and in work, if it is to have greater meaning, 
must have adequate forms of organization. As we pray and work for the 
visible unity of the Church, so do we commit ourselves to the visible unity © 
of the student Christian movements, which are a part of the life of the Church. 
We are aware of the difficulties which this search involves. We have no 
preconceptions as to what pattern the future unity of the student Christian 
movements may take, but we are willing to accept the pattern to which God 
leads us. We believe that the values now resident in our separate movements. 
and traditions must be preserved and enhanced. We know that there will 
be travail of spirit as we face the problems attendant upon the achievement 
of visible unity. In particular, we must listen together to the diverse voices. 
of our movements and must be responsive to their convictions and needs. 
However, we must also listen to the growing demands for greater unity. 

Then follows a series of practical recommendations. 


* Oe 


Such a statement is quite a program. It is an attempt to put into action 
what has become a deep conviction through anxious and often painful 
searching. It is also, we believe, a sign that God is at work in this movement. 
Our friends in the United States will need great faith and courage if they are 
to follow through what they have begun. They need our faithful prayers 
and on the other hand we must watch carefully their efforts towards unity 
for we may well learn something valuable from them. 
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CONFERENCES AND MEETINGS 


Switzerland 
Several important Federation meetings 


‘are scheduled for February. 


, 


The European Council of Student 
Christian Movements, composed of one 
or two representatives from each Move- 
ment, will meet for the first time since 
January, 1948, at Abbaye de Presinge, 
February 23-25, to discuss common 
problems. 

An Ecumenical Consultation on the 
same pattern as that held last year will 
take place at the Chateau de Bossey on 
February 25-27. Dr. Visser *t Hooft, 
General Secretary of the World Council 
of Churches and former General Secre- 
tary and Chairman of the Federation, 
will act as Chairman and there will be 
thirty delegates from the various confes- 
sions and geographical areas represented 
in the Federation. On the agenda of the 
consultation are the problems of inter- 
worship and intercommunion, of theo- 


logical divisions which cut across deno- 


minational lines, and of the questions 


raised by the existence of student 


j 
: 


congregations. The discussions are 


expected to provide guidance for the 


Federation on such ecumenical issues. 
The annual meeting of Federation 


Officers will also be held at Chateau de 


Bossey from February 28 to March 1. 
U.N.E.S.C.O. 


A meeting of all international youth 
and student organisations was held in 
Paris October 8-9, 1949, under the 
auspices of U.N.E.S.C.O., with Philippe 
Maury as Federation representative. 


During discussions concerning the rela- 


to both. 


tionships between these various inter- 
national voluntary organisations and 
U.N.E.S.C.O., he carried out the in- 
structions of the Executive Committee in 
urging U.N.E.S.C.O. to cooperate more 
fully with student organisations on uni- 
versity problems which are of concern 
It is expected that another 
similar meeting will be called in the near 
future to implement further these 
proposals. 


Great Britain 
THE S.C.M. AND THE CHURCHES 


During the first week of January a 
conference was held at Reading on 
“The Life of the Church in the Univer- 
sity”. Present were the members of the 
Church Commission of the S.C.M., 
appointed by General Council over a 
year ago to study the S.C.M.’s function 
in the context of the whole problem set 
to the conference, with a small group of 
delegates from General Council, and a 
group of a score of ministers and others 


from the churches, personally concerned 
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with work among students, and called 
together at the invitation of the S.C.M. 
to discuss their common problems. 
When the conference broke.up both the 
S.C.M.-ers and the churchmen had 
conceived a new respect for one another’s 
work, and a new resolve to carry on 
that work in closer cooperation than in 
the past. : 


U.S.A. 


The second triennal conference of the 
Interseminary Movement in the United 
States was held at Augustana-Lutheran 
Seminary, Rock Island, Illinois, from De- 
cember 27 to January 1. The main series 
of addresses on the conference theme 
“The Minister and His Vocation’’ were 
given by Bishop Stephen Neill, Assistant. 
Bishop of Canterbury and Associate 
General Secretary of the World Council 
of Churches. Dean Clarence T. Craig, 
Interseminary Movement chairman, pre- 
pared the Bible Study; other distin- 
guished leaders and speakers included 
Dr. S. M. Cavert of the Federal Council 
of Churches, Mr. Francis P. Miller, 
former chairman of the W.S.C.F., 
Mr. Henry Luce, publisher of Time-Life- 
Fortune, and Dr. H.P. Van Dusen of 
Union Theological Seminary. Rev. 
Burton A. MacLean, General Secretary 
of the Yale Christian Association, 
served as chaplain. The 415 delegates _ 
represented over ninety theological col- 
leges and forty-five denominations. At 


the end of the conference a rising round 
of applause was given to the Rev. 
Robert S. Bilheimer in appreciation of 
his services as Executive Secretary of 
the Movement and his successor, Arch 
McD. Tolbert of Austin Presbyterian 
Seminary, was warmly welcomed. Keith 
Bridston, W.S.C.F. Secretary, repre- 
sented the Federation at the meetings. 


The Russian Student Christian 
Movement in the U.S.A. 


In recent years a considerable number 
of young people belonging to the Russian 
Orthodox Church have been entering the 
United States. Some of them have 
passed through many trials and, as 
children, have had to deal with the 
problem arising out of the persecution 
of Christianity and to settle the question 
of their own attitude towards the teach- 
ings of Christ. With few exceptions 
these new immigrants have experienced 


the harsh realities of war, captivity and 
Hitler’s Labor Camps in Germany. 

“Adversity moulds the soul of man; it 
also purifies it. And within these new 
arrivals problems are now shaping that 
cause them to turn to Christianity and 
therein to seek the key to life. 

Similarly, those young people who for 
the past decade have made free and 
bountiful America their home, are 
beginning to ponder problems of the 
Spirit, of the Church and of the sources 
of a Christian way of life. 

The spiritual urges have resulted in the 
holding on December 25 and 26, 1949, 
of a Christian Youth Rally by the 
Russian Student Christian Movement at 
Nyack, N.Y., and of a similar rally at 
Sea Cliff, N.Y., on December 30, 1949. 
The two rallies were attended by over 
100 young Russians whose interest and 
enthusiasm showed how great were the 
opportunities for the activities of the 
Russian Student Christian Movement in 
America. 


Orthodox at the General Committee 
Father Kiselev, Cyril Eltchaninoff (Paris), Mr. and Mrs. Warnecke (UZSzAa) 
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Without the contribution of a single 
dollar from outside, the young people 
themselves organized the complex tech- 

nical details of notifying the participants, 
_ feeding, housing, transportation, etc. 
- Everything was well organized and 

displayed much thought and care. 


Both rallies were held with the bless- 
ing of Bishop Andrew of Bulgaria, who 
delivered an address on ‘““The Word of 
God’, and of Bishop John of Brooklyn, 
who spoke on “The Mystery of Prayer’. 
An announcement by the Bishop of 
Brooklyn that the Movement can count 
on the full and unfailing support and 
blessing of the Orthodox Church of 
America was especially welcome. Of 
outstanding interest were the talks given 
by Prof. G. Fedotov (“Christianity and 
Life’), Prof. S. Arsenieff (‘Christianity 
and Youth”) and Father A. Ionov 
(‘Studies of Genuine Christians’). It 
was a matter of keen regret that owing 

‘to technical difficulties Prof. G. Flo- 
rovsky was unable to deliver his address 
on “The Meaning of Life within the 
~Church”’. 

' About 60% of those attending the 

‘rallies were college students; about 
30 %, young people who would normally 
shave been at college had they not been 
obliged to earn their living, and 10 % 
tepresented senior high school students. 
Over half those present came to America 
after the end of the war. 


At the conclusion of both rallies a 
statement was made by myself concern- 
ing the principles and aims of the 
Movement. 

The lively interest evoked by the two 
‘allies and the insistent demands on the 
part of the young people present for an 
expansion of the work and the holding 
of a large Congress of the Russian 
Student Christian Movement in America 
makes it incumbent upon us to provide 
the formal and material means necessary 
to make this possible. In placing before 
you the above information, we beg all 
genuine friends of our Movement to 
give a moment’s thought to the problems 
facing us. 


Rey. ALEXANDER KISELEV 
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Peyronel’s vision of a _ teally 


Italy 


It was a joy for the Federation to send 
a visitor to the first conference of the 
Italian Movement after it had been 
welcomed as a regular corresponding 
Movement by the General Committee at 
Whitby. 

Three years ago we did not know what 
would be the result of all the plans 
made together with Giorgio Peyronel, 
Professor of Chemistry at Milan Uni- 
versity, to bring back into existence the 
Italian S.C.M., which had disappeared 
during the years of fascism and war. A 
few students had begun to gather in 
small groups in the year 1946-1947, but 
would they ever be able to capture 
living 
Movement and have enough faith and 
energy to face up to the innumerable 
difficulties they would encounter in a 
university world torn by all kinds of 
partisan feelings? We cannot but 
praise God for the wonderful way in 
which the Italian S.C.M. has responded 
to the challenge. 

The conference in Genoa, December 
26th to 29th, was the third in the course 
of the last two years. Thirty-five to 
forty students and young lecturers, 
amongst them a few Roman Catholics 
and some free-thinkers, met during days 
of mist and wind in the Y.W.C.A. and 
Waldensian Church building to study 
the vast and often debated subject of the 
Church and the churches. Neither cold 
nor weariness could discourage those 
eager students. They lectured on, or 
studied and discussed from morning till 
late at night such subjects as Ecclesia 
(the Church) in the New Testament ; the 
Lutheran doctrine of the Church ; some 
recent developments in Roman Catholic 
theology ; the Russian Orthodox Church, 
and the Barthian conception of the 
Church. In addition there were some 
other addresses, amongst which were 
reports by Roberto Jouvenal on the 
W.S.C.F. General Committee at Whitby, 
and on the Amsterdam Assembly of the 
World Council of Churches by Pastor 
Carlo Gay. 

The thing which struck me most was - 
the quality of the papers presented. 
They had been prepared with the greatest 


care and could have measured up to any 
university debate. Most of them were 
composed by non-theological students, 
which is rather remarkable when one 
considers the subjects. I somehow wish 
we had had more time for conversation, 
not to mention leisure, in addition to 
the official discussion periods. But three 
days is a short time and Italian brains 
seem to be trained to strenuous exercise ! 

The conference was followed by ses- 
sions of the National and Executive 
Councils, at which Roberto Jouvenal was 
appointed General Secretary and Giorgio 
Peyronel Chairman of the Movement. 
The division of responsibilities between 
the Chairman and General Secretary will 
enable them to do more visitation of the 
local branches and to plan the three 
conferences foreseen for 1950. 

Our best wishes and prayers accom- 
pany our two friends, as well as the 
other members of the Executive, as they 
set out to put their programme into 
action. M.-J. de H. 


Fifth Congress of the Federation 
of Christian Students of 
Puerto Rico 


Under the motto “... And this is the 
victory that overcometh the world, our 
faith” (I John 5: 4), the Federation of 
Christian Students of Puerto Rico held 
its fifth congress in the Polytechnic 
Institute of San German from December 
26 to December 30, 1949. It was a meet- 
ing of high spiritual value and of true 
Christian fellowship among the different 
chapters that constitute this Federation, 
namely: University of Puerto Rico, 
Polytechnic Institute, College of Agri- 
culture and Mechanical Arts, Presbyte- 
tian Hospital (School for Nurses) and 
Theological Seminary of Puerto Rico. 

An outstanding activity was a series 
of lectures given by Dr. Robert Elliot 
on the subject “The highway that leads 
unto life’. He exposed the main 
features of the Hebrew, Epicurean and 
Stoic ways of life in contrast with the 
Christian way of life: “I am the way’, 
says Jesus. 

The evening devotionals were given 
by Rey. Wilbur Nachtigall. In them he 
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developed a thanksgiving thought mak- 
ing it more effective by means of the 
presentation of slides picturing beautiful 
landscapes from Puerto Rico and the- 
United States, all of them conveying 
God’s creating power. Some of them 


presented the spiritual and material 


needs of our people, the poor classes 
especially. The end of these vesper 
services was a challenge to our youth: 
remember Jesus’ words to His disciples 
“Go ye into all the world and preach 
the gospel to every creature’’. 

Dr. Angel M. Mergal gave a series of 
lectures on the development of Protes- 
tantism in Latin America with emphasis 
on South America. He presented a wide 
exposition of the problems that Pro- 
testants in South America haye to over- 
come. In reference to this Dr. Seel 
expressed his feeling that the Puerto 
Rican youth should be conscious of its 
duty, having in mind the problems of 
Latin American young people. 

On the last night of our conference 
we had a camp fire service offered by 
the Polytechnic chapter. This time the 
message was given by Miss Elizabeth. 
Howell, a young woman of charming 
personality who became very popular 
among our students. In her message she 
compared the true Christian life to the 
fire burning in those moments. Some- 
thing was being consumed so that the 
fire would glisten and make us cheerful. 
The glow of the Christian life is produced 
only when our passions and weaknesses 
are consumed. At the end of this service 
we joined to form a circle around the fire 
while we sang the hymn “Follow the 
Gleam’’, symbol of our Federation’s ideal. 

Our last activity was a service at dawn. 
As we stood there, watching the rising 
sun as it colored the skies with so many 
beautiful hues, we could say to ourselves : 
“The heavens declare the glory of God and 
the firmament showeth his handiwork.” 

As a farewell, a fellowship chain was 
formed while one of our young men 
repeated the poem “In Christ there is 
no East or West”: 


In Christ there is no East or West, 
In Him no South or North ; 

But one great fellowship of love 
Throughout the whole wide earth. 


The Federation of Christian Students 
of Puerto Rico is thankful to God for 
_ all the rich experiences He let us enjoy 
‘in this our fifth conference. We are 
conscious of our duty to our people. 


_ Wishing to give a practical application. 


* to our conference, we are planning to 
cooperate for a week or so with the 
_ Menonites of La Plata project. Our 
nurses and medical students will take 
care of the hospital ; our social workers 
will take the social work program that 
_ is being carried on there; our theology 
students will be in charge of the religious 
program. Our teachers, secretaries, 


home economic students, and every 
student present will have their duties in 
the kitchen, the laundry, the orchard, 
etc. We will do this very willingly as an 
acknowledgment to this group of Christ- 
jans, most of them Americans, who 
work so hard for the welfare of our 
country people. 

We have faith in God that He will help 
us to achieve our purposes of extend- 
ing the true Christian spirit of love... 
“And this is the victory that overcometh 
the world, our faith.” 

RutTH CoLi 
Secretary. 


FROM OUR LETTER BOX 


Hangelar, Germany. 


._... [have much pleasure in announcing 
that this letter was written in the new 
Home of the Baltic S.C.M. We had 

_ our first service of worship here on 

_ October 23rd, and are convinced that 

_ this home is a gift of God to the Baltic 
students in their plight. On November 

~ Sth the first needy students moved in. 

_ All those students who are accépted in 

‘our home are either ineligible for 
emigration and I.R.O. care, or suffer 
‘from physical disabilities. 

' The donations of our fellow-country- 

- men in refugee camps as well as the gifts 
of the German Studentengemeinde start- 
ed this enterprise. Not long ago, we also 
received help from the World Council of 

Churches Refugee Commission. The 

_work is still going at full speed, and we 
hope to be able to house another ten 

students before the cold weather sets in. 

The students join in the work of their 

own free will without remuneration. We 

_have to buy the building materials our- 
selves and the fiancial difficulties are 
weighing heavily upon us. Our situation 
will be particularly serious in the autumn 
when our fellow-countrymen emigrate 
and the destitute have to be left behind. 
Yet we live in the hope that in the 
coming year our young people and 
‘students will earn sufficient money to 
enable them to contribute a great deal 
towards the maintenance of our home. 

Pastor J. URDZE 
General Secretary 
of the Baltic S.C.M. in Germany. 


Punta Carreta - 
Montevideo, Uruguay. 


... We are now at the S.C.M. camp 
in Las Fleuras. There are some forty 
students from Argentina and Uruguay. 
I don’t know when this letter will reach 
you, as there.is no regular mail service 
in this little out-of-the-way spot. Life 
here is extremely primitive — no 
electricity, etc. 

The subject of the study is: ‘““East and 
West”, “Towards a_ synthesis” and 
“A Christian civilization”. Every morn- 
ing a young pastor leads devotion with 
the seven Christian virtues as theme. 
The Bible study is on God, Christ, 
Spirit, Christian Life. 

The students are very genuine, simple, 
very receptive, but not reactive. Mostly 
they are young and very enthusiastic 
about anything. 

The purpose of the camp is more to 
win students to Christian faith than to 
consolidate the elements already in 
the S.C.M. — although these two are 
by no means mutually exclusive. I’ve 
talked with the few S.C.M. leaders here 
about conditions of local S.C.Ms. and 
found some situations which had not 
been touched upon in all the reports ~ 
that I have read. 


K.H. TING 
W.S.C.F. Secretary. 


INTERCESSIONS 


In each number of the new News Sheet we shall be providing in addition to the 
Meditation other material intended to help you in your prayers for the life of the 
Federation, in order that we all may be more effectively bound together in the fellow- 
ship of intercession. We suggest that your prayers could help the Federation espe- 
cially at three points: firstly, for certain important events affecting the life of the 
Federation as a whole; secondly, for the visits between the Movements carried on 
by the staff and others, which are so important in maintaining our common life ; 
thirdly, we suggest that you might pray concretely for the life and problems of the 
Movements whose doings are reported in each number of the News Sheet. In this 
last way we hope that if sufficient news reaches us you will be praying for all the 
Moyements in the Federation over a period of about two years. 

In this number we commend to your prayers especially : 


Eyents 

For the results of three meetings being held near Geneva at the end of February, 
and more fully described elsewhere in this issue : the European Council, the Ecumenical — 
Consultation, the meeting of the Officers of the Federation. 

For God’s guidance for the delegates of the Federation and the other participat- 
ing organisations to the meeting of the Executive Committee of World Student Relief, 
to be held in March. The whole future of student relief will depend on the decisions — 
then to be taken on the future of W.S.R. See Philippe Maury’s News-Letter in 
this issue. ; 


Travels 
We commend to your prayers all tours by Federation visitors taking place in 
the next few months, and especially the tour of K. H. Ting in Latin America, scheduled — 


for January to March, and that of Bill Nicholls in Germany and Sweden, scheduled 
for March and April. 


Movements 


Please use the reports in this issue of the Baltic S.C.M. in Germany, the Belgian 
Fédé, the Chinese S.C.M., the Italian S.C.M., the groups in Puerto Rico, the 
Orthodox S.C.M. in the U.S.A. and the United Student Christian Council in the | 


U.S.A., in any manner you wish to help you to pray for the life and problems of — 
these members of our fellowship. 


PRAYER 


O thou God omnipotent, who so carest for every one of us, as if thou | 
carest for him alone; and so for all, as if all were but one! Blessed is 
the man who loveth thee, and his friend in thee, and his enemy for thee. 
To thee will I entrust whatsoever I have received from thee, so shall I lose 
nothing. Thou madest me for thyself, and my heart is restless until it 
repose in thee. | 


St. AUGUSTINE. 


Printed by “* La Concorde”’, Lausanne (Switzerland ) 


